Three faiths celebrate as neighbours at City Hall
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Music, laughter and a message
grounded in celebration filled
the atrium inside City Hall
Sunday afternoon.
Around 180 Edmontonians
- including Mayor Stephen
Mandel- gathered downtown
to take part in an interfaith
worship of the three Abrahamic faiths: Christianity, Iudaism and Islam. The Phoenix
Multi-Faith Society and the
Edmonton Interfaith Centre
for Education and Action coproduced the event.
During the celebration,

speakers from all three religious backgrounds explained
the significance of the holidays
associated with this time of
year. Rabbi David Kunin told
the story of Hanukkah, while
Sheikh Imam Mustafa Khattab discussedEid ul-Adha, the
feast of sacrifice. The event
concluded with a sermon by
the Very Rev. Neil Gordon of
All Saint's Anglican Cathedral,
who spoke of the importance
of hope at Christmas time.
The message religious leaders
at City Hall hoped to convey
was one of understanding.
"Because Edmonton has
become
such a diverse

community, we need to know
our neighbours," said master of
ceremonies Rev. Larry Wright.
"These are three communities
who historically in many parts
of the world don't get along.
But here in Edmonton we want
to make a difference."
Having musical performances woven throughout the
event made for a festive atmosphere. A group of Grade 3-4
students from Talmud Torah
performed
holiday songs
such as I Have a Little Dreidel. This was followed by a
choreographed number from
the Shemesh-Aviv IsraeliFolk
Dance Association.
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